To the Editor, {#s1a}
==============

Annayev et al. \[[@ref1]\] reported their interesting observations in the publication entitled "Glomerular and Tubular Functions in Children and Adults with Transfusion-Dependent Thalassemia" (TDT). They concluded that "subclinical renal injury may be present in TDT patients" \[[@ref1]\]. We would like to share ideas and experiences from our setting in Southeast Asia where transfusion-dependent beta-thalassemia is very common. Renal dysfunction is not uncommon in our thalassemic patients and the degree of dysfunction varies \[[@ref2]\]. In fact, the varying degree of renal dysfunction in thalassemia patients is well known \[[@ref3],[@ref4]\]. Patients with different variants of thalassemia have different degrees of renal dysfunction \[[@ref3],[@ref4],[@ref5]\]. Ong-ajyooth et al. \[[@ref5]\] noted that "The mechanism leading to the damage is not known but it might be related to increased oxidative stress secondary to tissue deposition of iron, as indicated by the raised levels of serum and urine MDA". Improved renal function is also observed after stem cell transplantation therapy \[[@ref6]\].
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To the Editor, {#s2a}
==============

We thank Drs. Sookaromdee and Wiwanitkit for their interest and contribution to our article. There is a growing evidence of renal dysfunction in patients with thalassemia. Although the process is multifactorial (the disease itself with regular transfusion, iron accumulation in the parenchyma and toxicity of chelators), oxidative stress seems to be the main mechanism of renal damage. Several studies have shown the beneficial effects of antioxidants (curcumin, glutamine) in prevention of chemotherapy-induced nephrotoxicity by decreasing oxidative damage. Considering the significantly increased life expectancy of thalassemia patients with long-term complications, we think the role and effects of antioxidant treatments in routine follow-up of the thalassemia patients should be investigated in prospective studies.
